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New procedure adds color
to breast cancer detection

Shands Jacksonville says
software and dye enhance
MRI view of tissue.

By CHERIE BLACHK
The Trnes-Lnicn

- ’_-; Radiologists at Shamds Jack-

=

-sonville ane using new technol-
oy they say better helps them
detect breast cancer.

& new software recently im-
lemented at the hospitals
Health Center now color
codes abnormalities shown on
test results, making it easier, ra-
dinlogists say, to detect prob-
lems, Called 3T which stands
for three time point, ients
are injected with a dye and
seanned using magnelic reso-
nance imaging or MEL
The softwane analyzes three
images and assigns a color to
what it sees. The color blue
shows the area is not cancer-
o5, green if it is slightly abnor-
mel and red if it is cancerows,
said Arnold Fricdman, chief of
radiology al Shands Jackson-
ville.
He sald the software also

reduces the amum:lt af Tmnhr:g
diologists  spen ook
ﬂamug,gjh thousands of pictunes
searching for suspicions areas,

“What 3TP does is color code
the breast 5o you canﬁltman-
swer right away," Friedman
said, *It makes it easy to read
and easy to interpret, making it
better for patients.”

The software, approved by the
1.5, Food and Dmﬁ Adminis-
tration, also fl""’* physicians a
report card of the percentage of
red, blue or green found on the
bireast e, Friedman said, It
costs about 550,000 and was
purchased with $105.000 re-
cently donated from the Re-
search s The  Answer
Foundation.

The cost of 3TP for paticnts is
about $700, Friedman said, and
not all insurance companies
will pay for it. He said often the
carrier will refuse at first, but
will pay after negotiations.

Physicians say soffware such
as 3TP should not be the decid-
ing Factor vdien]ﬂ-ule:ingh:lapu-

tient’s MRI, it shoubd nsed
instead a5 “secondary
information.”

“A lor of computer softwane is
wsed for reassurance,”  said
Elizabeth DePeri, djm:tEIl -lznf
breast imaging at Mayo Clindc
Jacksonville, "Breast MHIs are
hard to read, It another perk
to help in what is a difficult
tusk. Relying on it would be
harmful, though. Its not gok
ip give an answer that wasn
already thers."

ATP is ideal for women at
high risk for breast cancer and
those who have already been
diagnosed with cancer in one
breast, said Susan Snodgrass, a
radinlogizt at Shands Jackson-
ville. It can be used as a follove-
up test to confirm or exclude a
diagnosis of breast cancer after
a4 mammogram, she said, The
results reduce the chances of
needing unmn biopsies
or follow-up exams, she said.

“If we had a question about

an arei, it really is hi]-ﬁﬂfﬂmhn
SOMTIE V' Snodgrass said.
I dnn‘%m anything is fool-

prool, but this is a step in the
right direction.”
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